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DR. SHANKARBABA PUNDLIKRAO PAPALKAR

Dr. Shankarbaba Pundlikrao Papalkar is a personality who has dedicated his
entire life to society especially for the disabled and destitute children.

2. Born on 14" February, 1942, Dr. Papalkar started a wonderful but very
difficult task of providing shelter to all such disabled people. In 1990, he received 25
acres of land in a small town called Vajjhar, 50 Km away from the town Amravati. He
started the “Late Ambadaspant Orphanage for Divyang and destitute children" on
this barren land. In the beginning , there were only four disabled girls in this
ashram who were brought from different parts of the country and handed over to
him. He accepted these four girls in the Ashram and from then onwards this
amazing process of social welfare started.

3. Today, in his ashram, a total of 98 girls and 25 boys live. Dr. Papalkar not only
sheltered them but also gave them their identity. Today, Aadhaar cards of 123
children of this ashram have been made on which their father's name is written, Dr.
Shankarbaba Pundlikrao Papalkar.

4. The upbringing that Dr. Papalkar has given to these children is in itself an
example for society. While fulfilling the responsibility of all these children, he has
done another amazing work. To include the marriageable boys and girls of the
ashram in the mainstream of life, he used the social system to arrange marriages for
them in good families. Till date, his 21 daughters and 3 sons have been married with
great vigour and participation of masses. Today, 12 children who grew up in his
ashram have got different government jobs. All the 123 disabled children of the
ashram, are the beneficiaries of the Prime Minister's Jan Dhan Yojana.

S. This ashram, which was started on barren land in 1990, is today full of green
trees with about 15,000 trees, which are looked after by Dr. Papalkar through these
123 disabled children. His work and life have become an example. He was awarded
Honorary D.Litt by Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University.

6. Dr. Papalkar has established a successful model of self-help and identity for
the Divyang children in the name of the “Vazzar Model” where the children take care
of each other and find the way to lead a respectable andproud life. With such
dedicated work towards these Divyang children, he has proved to be the epitome of
\social responsibility and commitment and a guiding force for generations to come. /
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